8- OBSERVING QUESTIONING STRATEGIES


In activity 8, I tried to observe the questioning strategies used by the teacher. The aim of this activity is to learn how the teacher uses the questioning strategies in class, what kinds of questions the teacher asks to students and how the teacher is planning the question parts of the lesson and lastly the class arrangement. 
Generally, the teacher is using an arrangement of straight rows. She doesn’t distinguish between the students. She asks her questions to each student. For example, she asks not only the students at the front rows, but also the students at the back rows. She selects the student after asking the question. If they give wrong answers, she gives some clues to provide them correct their answers. Even if the students give wrong answers she doesn’t force them and get angry with them. And after she asks the question, she is waiting the student for a few minutes. If there is no answer, she asks another student to answer the question. After the answers, she encourage the students by saying some words such as; “good, ok, you are right.” In general, her questions are clear and understandable. So, the students don’t effort for to understand. They can understand easily. Nearly all the students want to participate in the lesson. They want to answer all the questions which is asked about the issue. If there is a student who doesn’t participate in the lesson, the teacher encourages him/her by asking a simple question. She often uses wh- questions and sometimes yes/no questions. After she finishes explaining the subject, she asks the students if they have any question about the subject or not. If they have a question, she explains it understandably. While she is asking the questions about the issue which they are studying, she asks other questions about their experiences from their life. For example, their subject was about natural phenomenon. She asked these questions to nearly all the students: 
1- What kinds of phenomenon do you know? 
2- What are their names? 
3- Have you ever experienced any of them? 
4- How do you feel? 
5- What do you think about the effects of these events to the people? 
She also asks some questions about bad and good weather conditions and some questions related to issue. For example, what is the main idea of this passage?, what did you understand from this sentence?, what is the meaning of this word?, what kinds of grammar structures were used in this passage? etc. She provides students to speak by asking these kinds of questions. 
As a consequently, the teacher is making the lesson more effectively by using asking questions method. This helps the students to understand the subject easily. The arrangement of straight rows is also effective for language teaching because the teacher can see all the students easily, and she can make eye-contact with them. So, students can see the teacher and understand her voice easily. By using question method, she lets students participate the lesson. This method also provides them to be active in the lesson and to gain self-confidence. In brief, she uses questioning method effectively. If I were her, I would use the same technique, too.
