9- LEARNERS’ MISTAKES AND GIVING FEEDBACK


In activity 9, I tried to observe how the teacher gives feedback to students, when they give wrong answers to the questions and tried to comment on the intentions or attitude that underlie the teacher’s response. 
In the lesson, when the students make a mistake, she generally doesn’t give the answer soon. She wants the students to correct their answers on their own. While making this, she uses some techniques. Firstly, she asks the question and then selects the student to answer. If the students give wrong answer, she doesn’t interference them. She gives time to think the answer. Then, if they can’t find the mistake, she stresses the wrong part, gives some clues and reminds the rules. If the mistake still isn’t found, she finally gives the answer by explaining the reason of the mistake. During answering questions, the teacher is very patient and calm. She doesn’t get angry to the students when they make a mistake. She waits for the answer calmly. 
I want to give some examples of showing her feedback. 
Example 1 
Error: I go to the cinema yesterday. 
Type of error: wrong tense 
Indication/Correction: The teacher said the sentence by stressing” yesterday”. Then she asked to the student, “In which tense is yesterday used?” After this question, student understood the mistake and repeated “I went to the cinema yesterday.” 
Example 2 
Error: I am like to read that book 
Type of error: unnecessary word 
Indication/Correction: The teacher said, “What did you say? I couldn’t hear you. Can you repeat “I am . . .”? ” While saying, she stressed “am” Then the student understood and corrected. “I like to read that book.” Finally, the teacher said “OK” smilingly. 
As a conclusion, I think the teacher knows the importance of the feedback on students’ learning well. So, she approaches them calmly and interacts with students in a friendly way. She doesn’t ignore them. While the students are giving the answers to the questions, she listens to them carefully so that she can find their mistakes. By using some techniques such as giving clues, stressing the wrong part, she lets them find their mistakes. When the students find the mistakes and correct them, she says “good, ok, all right” in order to encourage them. In my opinion, by using these techniques, she provides students to participate in the lesson. In this way, students aren’t afraid of making mistake and participate in the lesson without hesitation.
